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| Wherever Two or Three are met together in my Name, I wil 
be in the Midſt of them, 
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DISCOURSE 


Here is nothing of more real Service to Truth 
and True Religion, and conſequently to Chri- 


Reaſons, upon which all propoſitions by whom- 
| ſoever propos d are pretended to be ſupported; 
whether they be what are fit for a Rational Creature to be 
acquainted with, as having a remote or immediate Relation to 
the good of Society; or whether they concern a Man, as 
looking towards a future Immortal State; becauſe Chriſtianity, 
has not only the Advantage of all other Religions, and Truth 


the Advantage of falſnood, were they but once upon the 


ſame level; but becauſe Chriſtians would act conſiſtently with 


their own Principles, by propagating their Opinions in the 
ſame way, that the Wiſe Author thought fit to introduce them 


into the World, who cou'd as well have eſtabliſh'd his Religion 
by Law in one, or in all Countries, and conſequently, have laid 
an obligation on every one to ſubmit to that Religion that was 
eſtabliſh'd by Law in one Country, or to be of the Religion that 


was eſtabliſn'd by Law in every Country had he judg'd that a pro- 
per Method to take with a Rational Creature. And as in or- 


der to be conſiſtent with our ſelves as Chriſtians , we are 
oblig'd to call no Man, Maſter; ſo we are likewiſe,as Proteſtants, 
who have ſeparated our ſelves from all the Church Powers in 
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the World, becauſe we did believe, in our private judgments, 
that all Churches that call'd themſelves Chri/tian, had depray'd 
Chriſtianity by additions of their own Traditions, and abſurd 
interpretations of thoſe Books that were caus'd to be Written 
by our Great Lord and Maſter, for the ſole rule of our Faith 
and Life, which are ſo plain and eaſie, that no one, of how low 
capacity ſoever, can fail of underſtanding, ſo far as is neceſſary 
to the great end for which they were deſign'd. 

And as tkere 1s nothing of more Advantage to Chriſtianity 
than a liberty of examining into Opinions, ſo there is nothing 
has a more direct tendency towards eſtabliſhing a free.exemi- 
nation of Opinions, than anſwering in Print, what but one 
ſort of Men have a liberty to ſpeak publickly from the Pulpit, 
leaſt the inſinuations ſo very common in the Prayer before 
Sermon, ſhould induce People to believe, that whatever they 
hear in that place is the Word of God, and the filence of the 
Prieſts, in allowing the Laity a Right to Judge of all that they 
ſay, to approve or reject it as they deem it agreeable or diſa- 
greeable to Scripture or Reaſon ; 'and in letting them know, 
that it is inconſiſtent with the duty of a Chriſtian to depend 
on their Words, ſhould make well meaning People part with 
their Chriſtian Liberty, by paying a blind Obedience to thoſe, 
whom we ought the more to ſuſpect, upon account of the Inte- 
reſt they have to lead us into their ſeveral perſwaſions. I pro- 


ceed therefore without any further Apology, to throw in my 


Mite towards introducing the True Chriſtian Principle of 
Trying the Spirits; and ſhall examine a Sermon that ] lately 
met with of Mr. Stubs's, concerning Publick Baptiſm ; which 
contains in It a great many propoſitions, inconſiſtent with 
Chriſtianity, the Proteſtant Religion, and particularly againſt 
the private judgment of every Chriſtian, which the ſequel of 


this diſcourſe will plainly manifeſt to the Reader. 


Mr. Srabs's Text is, Go ye therefore and Teach all Nations , 


Baftizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 


the Hely Ghoft. From which Words, he ſays, He ſhall take occaſion 
to ſpeaꝶ of theſe five Heads: | | 
1. Of the Nature of Baptiſm. . © | 


2. Of the Perſons here Authoriz/d to Baptize, 
3. Of the Perſons to be Baptiz'd, 


4. Of 
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5. Of the time and place when and where this Sacrament ought to 
HAGER io io fo ON” 
* Of the four firſt, be ſays, he ſhall ſay but little, there being wo 
union. But in oppoſition ta this affirmation of à falſhood in 

fact, I who ackho edge my ſelf of his Communion, ſhalt ſnew 


ſtitution of our Bleſſed Saviour, and conſequently whoever 
performs not all that is corcaind in the Inſtitution, can no 
more ſay that he Baptizes, than a Man can ſay with truth, that 
he has TravaiPd from London to Tot, who never went beyond 
Lincoln. And as the latter will be look'd on as a Great Lyar, 
if he will affirm himſelf to have Travail'd from London to York, 
when he knows he was not beyond Lincoln, and is ſatisfid that 


York lies ſeveral Miles beyond Linceln, ſo the other will put a 


very odd ingredient into his Character, Wo os, that, Chriſt 
bid him Baptize or Immerſe all Nations, and profeſſes to fol- 
low Chriſt, and yet uſes ſprinkling. But Mr. Stub, urges in 
behalf of a practice own'd by him, to be contrary to the Pre. 
cept of our Bleſſed Saviour: That Immerſion is not ſo neceſſary, 
but it may be omitted in favour to the weakneſs of the Perſon to bs 
Baptix d, and ſprinkling usd inſtead of it; becauſe God takes care of 
our Bodies as well as our Souls; and that it is not imavin*d that God 
ſhould require any thing of us injurious to our Healths, To which I 
anſwer , That this is directly diſowning Divine Reve- 
lation , and ſetting up Humane Reaſon againſt it, in 
ſappoling a better direction of our Actions than the Word 
of God, and in effect, denying God's Power to make 
Immerſion not injurious to us, upon ſvppoſition that he re. 
qiires us not to do any thing injurious to our Healths ; for if 
he requires us not to do any thing injurious to oar Healths, ” 
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the Healths of others, and at the ſame time requires to dip 


Children all over in Water, is it not more becoming a Divine, 


or indeed, any one who calls himſelf a Chriſtian, to act agreea- 
bly to our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt's Commands, when he knows 
at his Commands are, than to give reaſons for not obeying 
bim in what is granted to be Commanded, eſpecially, when a 
reliance upon God: Almighty would be a ſufficient anſwer to 
all ſuch excuſes, for diſobeying him?" 
la the Second place, ſuppoſe Immerſion was injurious to our 
Healths, is not God, when he commands dipping, as much to 
be obey d, as when he commanded circumciſion ? Is not Morti- 
fication enjoyn'd us? Are we not to refrain from exceſſive Drin- 
king, how long ſocver we have practic'd it, when, it may be, 
Death it ſelf will ſooger follow upon breaking in upon ſuch a 


fix'd Habit, than if we continu'd in that Wicked Courſe of 
Life? And is not Death it ſelf enjoyn d us for the ſake of Jeſus 


Chriſt, and his Goſpel,which jet is evidently more injurious to 


our Healths than lmmerſion? . + ww 
la the Third place, The Subjects of Baptiſin being according 
to Mr. Stubs, Adult Perſons and Children, Immerſion is ſo far 


from being injurious to the Healths of Adult Perſons, that in 


the judgment of ſeveral Learned Phyſicians, and particularly 


of Sir John Floyer, in his late Diſcourſe of Cold Baths, it is highly 
benefſicial; and the wonderful cures lately wrought by reviving 
the practice of dipping among us, are the ſtrongeſt confirma- 
tion imaginable of their Judgment, and of the Weakneſs of 
Mr. Stubs's, in ſuppoling Immerſion, or Dipping, injurious to 
their Healths. Now if this that I have aſſerted, be true, it 
plainly follows, though we were at liberty to break Chriſt's 
Commands, upon a ſuppos'd injuriouſneſs to our Healths, yet 
in the cafe of Adult Perſons, that pretence is at an end, and 
conſequently, according to Mr. Stubs's own reaſoning, we ought 
to conform to the Precept of our Saviour; For if Immerſion 


may only be omitted when it is injurious to our Healths, it 


plainly follows, that it ought to be practic'd whenever it is 
beneficial; unleſs Mr. Subs will ſay, That Immerſion may be 
emitted, in Favour of the weakneſs of the Perſon to be Baptix d, and 
Sprinkling us d inflead of it, is a good reaſon for omitting Immer- 


tion, when Immerſion is Advantageous to the Perſon to be 


Baptiz'd. As to the Caſe of Children, who may be Judg'd too 
| | tender, 


- FS 

tender, and nnable to bear this uſage, I ſhall cite the words 
of an Ingeniont: Author, who ſpeaks after this manner, in his 
Thoughts of Education, p. 11. Let them Examine what the Ger- 
© mans of old, and the Triſh now do to their Children'z: and they 
© will find, that Infants too, as tender as they are ithought, 
© may, without any danger, endure Bathing, not only of their Dy 
© Feet, but of their whole Bodies in cold Water: And there | 
are Lady's in the Highlands of Sroplard, who uſe this diſcipline 
© to their Children in the midſt of Winter ; and find that cold | 
© Water does them no harm, even when there is Ice in ii.. | 

In the Fourth place, Mr. Subs acknowledging that Baptiſm | 
was perform'd by Immerſion, in the place where this precept of * 
our Saviours to baptize all Nations was given, and admitting of 
Sprinkling only in C Countries, ſuch as our Northern ones are, 1 
condemns the practice of the Church of England in all thoſe | 
Countries and Dominions that ſubmit to her; whoſe climates | 


, have the lame br Rep of warmth, or greater than Paleſtine, the 
Country where Our Saviour gave forth his Commands; and 

conſequently the Church of England, either does not command 
Sprinkling upon Mr. Stubs's reaſon, or elſe Acts inconſiſtent 
with one of the reaſons of her own Practice, ſince where the rea- 
$1 ſon fails, viz. The Colaneſs' of the Climate, the enjoyns the ſame 
thing that ſhe does where ſhe has that reaſon, n 

In the Fifth and laſt place, to Anſwer Mr. Scubs effectually, 
and take of all objection on account of the Coldneſs of the Ci. 
mate, let the Water into which Children are Immerſed, be but 

| warm'd, and e of our Saviour may take place con- 
df liſtently with Mr. Stub;'s ſuppoſition of Cold water being dan- 
gerous in our Northern Countries; and let him not ſay that 
warm Water is inconfiltent with the precept of our Saviour, 
till he can prove that inch a particular degree” of Coldneſs is 
neceſſary to make water fit for Baptiſm. S 


be Second Head of Mr. Subs Sermon is, of the Perſons 
here Authoriz'd to Baptize ; and thoſe he'obſerves were the H. 
poſter, and that for the eſfectual tont inuamte of this pomer to the F 4 
of the World, Our Bleſſed Saviour Anthoriz'd the Apoſtles ro drlegare 
and depute this power to others in this large and plenary commiſſion, 
As my Father ſent me, jo ſend I yon. As if he had ſaid, I give you 

the ſame Authority which ] have rece;td ;, And as I had the Power 
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f my Either, to ſend. you forth to Preach the Goſpel, and baptixa cve- 
55creature; So I give yon Power to ſend others forth with the ſame 
Commiſſim, to worin Biſbops, Prieſis and Deacons, &c. To all 
which k anſwerij that tho che Command of Go Teach and Baptizg 


All Nations; wagparticular to the Apoſtles, yet that Command 


does not forbid. others taking upon em the offices that were ſo 
particularly enjoyn'djon them, becauſe it does not aſſign any par- 
ticular qualification as neceſſary to perform what our Saviour 
Commands, but hat others might have without being parti- 
cularly ſpoke to, if there were any willing to be Taught and 
Baptiz d by them; and the Apoſtles themſelves could not teach 
thoſe that fled from em and avoided em. Our Saviour, when he 
took the Supper with his Diſciples only, and bid them 40 this in 
remembrance of him, did not confine the Lords Supper to the 
Prieſts only, but made it a Duty incumbent on all Chriſtians: 
And yet there ſeems to be as much reaſon to confine the taking 
of the Lords Supper to the order of Prieſthood only, as there is 
to confine Teaching and Baptizing only to them, ſince thoſe on- 
ly are ſpoke to in both places, whom on account of their being 
only ſpoke to in one place, a Power is pretended to be ſer up, 
excluſiveof all others but themſel ves, how many calls ſoever they 
may have from their fellow Chriſtians to accept of a ſervice and 
labour of Love, that by their knowledge in the Holy Scriptures 
they are able and willing to perform. But ſince the Apoſt les pow- 
er to Teach and Baptize is not doubted, let us ſee how he un- 
dertakes to prove the conveyance of that Power, to a particular 
Set of men excluſive of others ( for unleſs he performs that 
he can never, upon his own principles, prove himſelf a Prieſt, 

and that is by a Text of Scripture that only ſends the Apoſtles, 
as another Text bids them only receive the Lords Supper in 
remembrance: of their Maſter, : for theſe words, As my Father 
ſent me, ſo ſend 1 you, have not a ſillable in em about the con- 
veyance of that Power from the Apoſtles; and ſerves no more 
our. Author's: purpoſe, than the proofs of Adam's being a Mo- 


narch by Divine Right, will ſupport the Divine Right of any 
Prince upon Earth, without a proof of the Divine Right of con- 
veyance of that Power. But this Author can make a fhift : 
to ſpell Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons, out of this; but this 


ſignifies nothing to his purpoſe, unleſs he can ſpell out of this, 
Archbiſhops, iDeans, and Archdeacons, as well as Biſhops, 
DO | ' Prieſts, 
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Priefts and Deacons, and prove that the powers of the ſeve- 
ral Governours of our Church, are the ſame with thoſe in the 
times of the Apoſtles ; and that a particular kind of couvey- 
ance is neceſlary to give em that power, and that that convey- 
ance has been the 0 whereby they have obtain d the power 
they ſtand poſſeſs'd of. . „ 
Secondly, I anſwer, that a Power in one ſet of Men, exclu- 
ſive of others to Teach, Baptize, give the Sacrament of the 


Lords Supper, or perform any other Office in what is calld 


Church Government, is inconſiſtent with Chriſtianity and the 
Proteſtant Religion. It is inconſiſtent. with Chriſtianity, in 
that it will exclude many from the Church, (for Mea ſo and 
ſo qualif'd, are made neceſſary, according to Mr. Stubs, to the 
being of a Chriſtian Church) who ſincerely take the Scrip- 
tures for the ſole Rule of their Faith, and endeavour to under- 
ſtand them in the ſenſe they think God intended, and to obey 
Gods will as far as they can attain to the knowledge of it, 
and who may be as well in the Right as in the Wrong in refu · 
ing to ſubmit to their ChurchGovernors,who are ſo far from be- 
ing infallible , (which is the only pretence for ſuch a Church 
Power as our Author would ſet up,) that ſo great has been the 
revalency of Error over the Chriſtian World, that there 
hn been a time when there was no Chriſtian Church, that had 
any Members with the qualifications. that Mr. Srabs requires, 
that one that was Sound in the Faith of Jeſus Chriſt, could 
joyn in Communion with ; but on the contrary, the mainte. 
nance of ſeveral Errors as Truths, was neceſſary for a Good 


Man to keep him in the true Church, and conſequently in the 


way to Salvation; and ſo all thoſe, who by the Spirit of God 
concurring with their endeavours, have, according to their 
Maſter's Will, ſearch'd the Scriptures, and found out the ſeve- 
ral Truths of Chriſtianity, and the Errors that abounded a- 
mong their Church Governors , ſhall be Damn'd for being in 
the Right, and Caſt into Hell for fulfilling Gods Will, by 
calling no Man Maſter, and finding the Truth which they 
ſought in the love of it. But ſuppoſing theſe ſearchers after 
Truth ſhould fall into ſome Errors, and ſo be oblig'd to 
Worſhip God ſeparately from that Church, which would im- 
poſe ſome Truths upon them, which they cannot help ſuppo- 
ling to be Errors; the Caſe L. all the ſame ; becauſe Errors 

| | c an 
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can dô nd hurt ts minds fo diſpos'd as I have deſcrib'd 7 for 
that would make God require Impoſhibilities of us, and 
guilty of that ſtrange Tyranny in expecting Brick where he 
gives no Straw ; that is, have us to be free from all Error 
when he has made us fallible: and bur ſeveral Educations, un- 
avoidable prejudices, our different capacities and opportuni- 
ties of ſearching after Truth, make it almoſt impoſſible for us, 
not to maintain ſeveral Errors. So that in Truth, if we be- 
lieve God will deal with Men according to their Sincerity and 
Impartiality, that is, believe him to be juſt, we muſt conclude 
that the ſincere and impartial will not fail of the reward of 
Truth, though they fall into Error. e do 
Secondly, It is inconſiſtent with the Proteſtant Religion, in 
that, it deſtroys the liberty of every ones judging for himſelf, 
(which is the foundation upon which the Proteſtant Cauſe 
ſtands, ) for if that ſet of Men, ſo much contended for, im- 
poſe fomething falſe upon their fellow Chriſtians , of the 
falſhood of which thoſe Chriſtians are ſatisfi'd, as the Terms of 
being Taught, being Baptiz d, and receiving the Sacrament 
of the Lords Supper; and will Ordain none but thoſe that 
will require the ſame Terms, which cannot be complied with 
by Honeſt Men and Good Chriſtians 3 then thoſe Chriſtians 
muſt be Damn'd if they ſeparate themſelves from their Erro- 
neous Teachers; and will moſt certainly be Damn if they 
continue in the Church, and act inconſiſtent with their own 
Judgment, and Sin againft the Light of their own Conſciences, 
by profeſſing to believe, what they know or believe to be 
falſe ; and conſequently, all private Judgment is deſtroy'd : 
For if 1 o to follow my Judgment when I am in the 
Right, much lefs'onght I when 1am in the Wrong z and ſo I am 
to be led blindfold according to the direction of the Prieſt, with. 
out a Judgment of diſcretion of my o.. To keep up an Ecclefi- 
aſtical Power to Controul over the Minds and Conſciences of 
Men, I have heard the Patrons of that Power urge, That the 
Clergy due a Power to Reform; but that Lay Mien have no Authority 
2 At in Queſtion the Deciſion of the Church. To which I an- 
ſwer, by defiring a Rule for a Private Chriſtian to walk by; 
whether he is to ſubmit to his Pariſh Prieſt, to a Dioceſan Aſſem- 
bly of the Clergy, to a Provincial Aſſembly of the Clergy, to 
a National Afiembly , or to the Repreſentative General of all 
the 
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the Clergy in the World? And if this Iaſt be deny'd as a Rule 
for us to walk by, as I prefume it will be, ſince the majority of the 
Prieſts, ſo qualifi d as Mr. S:abs requires, hold many things that 
we of the Church of England eſteem to be Errors; | wovld 
know by what Authority any of the reſt come by the power laid 
claim to, fince the Arguments made uſe of, to deſtroy the Au- 
thority of General Aſſemblies of the Clergy, will, in my judg- 
ment, equally conclude againſt all their lefler Aſſemblies ? 


Mr. Stubs Third particular is, Of the Perfons to be Baptiz'd : 1 

Paſs over his Firſt Paragraph, and will ſay nothing to ſuch 
ſtuff as this, That God caus'd the Waters of Baptiſm to extend 
themſelves as far as thoſe of the Deluge; that as all Men had once 
 Periſhd by Water, ſo they ſhould be ſav'd by it: But that how 
good Preaching ſoever this may be eſteem'd,l'm fyre there is no 
reaſoning in it. He wou'd endeavour to prove.Infants are the 
Subjects of Baptiſm, as well as others that are moſt certainly 
included in the words, all Nations, and lays his ſtreſs upon 
the word All by ſaying, when we uſe the words, All Men, we de 
not exclude Children. I grant ſometimes we do not exclude 
Children when we ſay , All Aden; but I fay ſometimes we do 
exclude Children when we uſe the words All Men; and con- 
ſequently, no argument can be drawn from the meer uſe of the 
words, All Nations, for the admiſſion or excluſion of Infants. 
That muſt be determin'd by ſomething elſe, which ought to re- 
itrain or extend theſenſe of the word All. But Mr, Srabs urges 
The Belief and Fractice of the Univerſal Church in all Ages, ] 
deſire him to produce Authorities for the Belief and Practice 
of Infant Baptiſm during the Apoſtles times, or confeſs that he 
cannot. And if he cannot, I ask him what he means by the 
Univerſal Church? and then to prove that the Univerſal Church 
in his ſenſe, ought to be follow'd in whatever they believe and 

ractice. 8 „ AT £4 

1 But what need is there to talk of the Univerſal Church in 
all Ages for the proof of a Chriſtian Principle, when all Men 
that are Chriſtians are willing to be concluded by the A- 
poſt les belief and practice in this particular; and when with- 
out that, the proof of its being believ'd and practicd in the 
remaining Ages of the Church {ignifies nothing, and if it has 
the Apoſtles Belief and Fr it is not at all ſtrengthned by 
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the Belief and Practice of after Ages, among thoſe who in 


matters of Religion will believe in no body but Jeſus Chriſt 


and his Apoſtles. All that Mr. Stubs ſays further, is an Anſwer 


to an Argument of the Anabaptiſts againſt Infant Baptiſm 


founded on teaching, being preſcrib'd as well as baptizing ; to 
which he anſwers, That the true meaning of the Original is, make 
Diſciples. And what then? How does this prove that teaching is 
not neceſſary beforeBaptiſm,and is not included in theGreekword 
that is ſuppos'd to ſtand for, make Diſciples, which may amount to 
the Engliſh Tranſlation, Teach and Baptixe; which Mr. Subs does 


in effet own to favour the Anabaptiſts , ſince he is forced, 


in order to anſwer their Argument, to make a different Tran- 
flation. However, ſuppoſing it is a falſe Tranſlation, and that 
make Diſciples is a true one, and ſtands for Mr. Stwbs's meaning, 
I cannot ſee how Mr. Stubs can lay any blame on Men who 


- underſtand only their Mother Tongue; or even on Scholars, 


for underſtanding that Text, as the Church of England thought 
fit to Tranſlate it, and continues to reprint it in the ſeveral 
Editions of the Bible that are every day publiſhd. 


Mr. Stubs's Fourth Head is, Of the Form of Baptiſm ; which 
as Mr. Stubs explains it, amounts to being Bapriz'd into the belief of 
Three Perſons, in one incomprehenſible Godhead. But what ground 
has Mr. Stubs from this Text to bring in one incomprehenſible 


Godhead ? Here are three mentioned, but not one Word of 


ſumming them up in to one. I deny not the Doctrine of the 
Trinity, but I deny that any Unity to our Author's purpoſe 
follows from this Text, Methinks the beſt .way of underftanding 
this Form, I ſuppoſing it to be a Form preſcrib'd, (for of 
that many doubt from Euſebius the famous Ecceſiaſt ical Hiſto- 
rian's quoting this Text Nine times in ſeveral parts of his 
Works, but never with the words, In the Name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt ; but reading thus, Teach 
all Nations in my Name, iuſtructing them to obſerve all things what- 


foever I have commanded yon; as well as from the frequent men- 


tion of a different form of words, us'd in Baptiſin, viz, Alls. 2. 


38. Acts 8,.16. Acts 10. 48. Act, 19. 5. Rom. 6, 3. Gal. 3. 27. 


1 Cor. 1. 13. Baptizing in the Name of the Lord Jeſus, toge- 
ther with the ſilence of the other Evangeliſts, in mentioning 
St, Matthews Form of Adminiſtration of Baptiſm, and the 

| | different 


Eu.) 
different practice of the Apoſtles, who!only Baptiz'd'in the 
Name of the Lord Jeſus, as appears from the citations already 
mention'd- But I fay, ſuppoſing it to be a form preſcrib'd, the 
beſt way of vnderſtanding this form, 1s to compare it with the 
other forms .usd by the Apoſtles: which may with reaſon 
be ſuppos'd to ſtand for the ſame meaning with St. Matthew's 
Form, tho' St. Matthew's be a more explicit determination of the 
meaniug of being Baptix d intathe Name of Feſus, And it is very 
likely, it will be thought ſo by all thoſe that underſtand St. 


Matthew's: according to the Reverend Mr. Samuel Clark's Pa- 386. | 


© raphraſe, * Go ye therefore and Preach the Goſpel to all the 
World; making Diſciples out of every Nation, and Bapti- 
© zing them with Water in the Name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt : That is, receiving them to a 
© Profeſſion of the Belief, and an obligation to the Practice of 
© that Religion which God the Father has revealed and taught 
© by the Son, and confirm'd and eſtabliſh'd by the Holy Ghoſt. 


I come now to the Fiſth and main Head, of Mr. Stub:'s Ser- 
mon, Of the time and place, when and where this Sacrament ought to 
be Adminiſtred: Which according to Mr. Stubs, are thoſe places 
call'd Fonts in the Parochial Churches of England, when the 
Congregation is met, unleſs it be in caſes of neceſſity. He owns 
his Text is not ſtrittly producible; but yet he thinks, That, in con- 
fort with ſome others, ought to determine mens choice, ſuch as theſe, 
Let all things be done decently and in order: Let all things be done 
to Edifying. But of what force are theſe Texts to prove that 
Baptiſin in Families, or properly ſpeaking, Churches in Houſes 
may not be perform'd decently and to edifying? As they are 
far from containing any ſuch propoſition, ſo much leſs do they 
prove that way which the preſent Church of England uſes at 
the Font, to be the only decent way. of performing the Sacra- 
ment; and if it be not the only decent way, then it cannot 
exclude other ways of Adminiſtring Baptiſm that are decent, 
upon pretence of. decency. But he urges, That this being a Rule 
given to the Church, the Charchi has a Power to apply this Rule in the 
caſe bejore us. In Anſwer to this, 1 ask him what he means by 
the word Church? till that be determin'd, his Diſcourſe is looſe 
and wild, and will catch none but thoſe who are to be impos'd 
oa by common ſpecious words, without a ſetled Signification. 


For 


; 
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por pre the word Church ſtood for all the People that 


were Chriſtians, and met either in one or ſeveral places in Co- 
rinth, tho". it is moſt likely there was but one meeting Place or 
Church there, then all Chriſtians have an equal Power to ap- 


ply this Rule, and wherever two or three meet together for 


any matter of Religion, they have a right by Virtue of theſe 
Texts, to perform what they intend to do, in the way that they 
think decent. None of theſe Texts give a Power to one par- 
ticular ſet of Men, to judge what is decent for: others in 


Church matters nor indeed any other Texts; till it can be ſhown 


the word Church, in any place of the New Teſtament, ſtands 
for the Paſtors of the Church only. For if ſuch a Power was 

lac'd in one Man over others, Men muſt be oblig d to Worſhip 
in ways jug' d by them to be iadecent; for no pretence of decency 
in the Impoſer, can make a Man that thinks an Action inde- 
cent; judge it becomes decent by Impoſition. Mr. S. urges the 
Authority. of the Church of England, who in her Twentieth 
Article ſays, The Church has Power todecree Rites and Ceremonies not 
repugnant tothe Word of God; 1 have nothing to fay againſt this, 
if the Word Church ſands for a Society of Men, that may 
decree Rites and Ceremonies for themſelves ; but if it ſtands for 
any Power in the Clergy, 1 expett other proof than the ſay /o, 


or Authority of any Church in the World. It may be Mr. S- 


will wonder I ſhould ſuppoſe the word Church in the Twentieth 
Article, ſhould ſtand for ſuch a meaning as I ſeem to aſſign it; 
but for Anſwer to that, I ſhall give the definition of. the Word 
Church in a preceding Article, which is, A Congregation of 
Chriſtian. People, where the pure Word of God is Freachi d, and the Sa- 
craments duly Admimſtred; and therefore it is very reaſonable, 
After ſuch a definition, to take it in that ſenſe rather than in a- 


nother, that is not, and it may be, cannot be declared; I ſay, 


cannot be declard : For ſuppoſing the word Church, in the 
Twentieth Article, ſtands for a particular order of Men with 
Power over others, 1 ask who they be? And whether they are 
the Men that do decree the Rites and Ceremonies in the 
Church of England? When Mr. S. has Anſwer' d theſe queſtions, 
it will ſoon appear what a perfect jumble, at bottom, all Church 
Power is, and how inconſiſtent the Principle, of the Clergies 
being jure Divino Governours of the Church, is with our 


Enaliſh Conſtitution. But Mr. S. propoſes to be more Metho- 


dical, 


* 
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dical, and reduces what he has to ſay to Four Heads, which 
to do him juſtice, I ſhall ſet down; and then examine what he 


ſays under each of em. | 
The Firſt, is \ The expreſs Orders | of the Church of England, * 
Publick B aptim 6d om: „ 
2. That the Church has acted Wiſely, and her conſtitution in 
this is wgreable to the Practice of the Eaſtern and Weſtern 


Churchts. | . 7 5 1 
8. That the Practice of all theſe Churches is grounded upon the 
4. That that Antiquity has no leſs. ſolid vaſis than the firmeſt 


reaſons to ſupport it. | 


As to the Firſt Head, Lagree with Mr. Subs, That the Orders 
of what he calls the Church of England, are expreſs for the 
Baptiſm he requires, and conſequently there lies an obligat ion 
on all her Clergy to admit none to the Sacrament of Baptiſm, 

but thoſe that come to the Font, unleſs it be in a caſe of ne- 
ceſſity, but what obligation does this lay on the Laity ? The Cler- 
gy „ when they Baptize otherwiſe than as they have ſwore to 
practice, are no doubt guilty of a very great fault, and do diſco- 
ver how. they are acted by poor little ends to the breach of their 
duty ʒ but the Laity may act as they think fit, till it be determinꝰd 
what the Church of England is that orders; whence ariſes a- 
ny obligation to obedience to thoſe for whom the words Church 
of England ſtands. For if thoſe who are meant by the Church 
of Enoland are not the Men that order theſe matters, and 
neither they nor thoſe that do order theſe matters have any 
Authority to direct otkers, then in Baptizing at Home we do 
not break the orders of the Church of England; and if we did 
break the Orders of the Church of England, we ſhould only 
refiſt an Authority that has no right to Command. But Mr. S. 
ſays, the ſenſe of the Church is enough to oblige every true Son of hers. 
When Mr. S. tells us whatihe means by true San, it will ſoon be 
known how far they ought to be oblig'd. 1 will grant, that if true 
Sons are thoſe that believe in every word of the Liturgy , 
they may think themſelves oblig'd; but if by true Son, be meant 
all thoſe that come to Church, hear Prayers and Sermons, re- 


ceive the Sacrameat of the Lords Supper, and yet allow no 
| Autho- 
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Authority in any Church, then her true Sons are not oblig'd. 
Leaſt theſe laſt ſhould be thought very improperly to be Sons 


of a Church, I deſire Mr. S. to ſet up any Power or Autho- 
rity in Mother Church, whereby there ought to be any Sons 


of a Church in Mr. S-, ſenſe; and conſequently, no Sons 


in the ſenſe of all Chriſtians, having equal Authority with one 
another. Mr. S. urges ſomething * further under this Head, 
which will be of no uſe to him, till he ſhows us wherein a 
Church conſiſts, and whether a Houſe of Stone or Brick made 
after ſuch or ſuch a peculiar manner, with a Steeple and Bells 
in it, be neceſlary to the being of a Church. When he has de- 
termin'd theſe matters according to his Scheme, it will then 
be time enough to own, that our Saviour's ſaying, Where Two 
or Three are met together in my Name, there I am in the midſt of 
'em, ſignifies only a Church in time of Perſecution, and 
not a Church in the Scripture ſenſe every where to the end 
of the World. His Second and Third particulars are only 
Authorities, which I ſhall not give the Reader the trouble of 
ſhowing that none of em prove his point; but only obſerve, that 
the Fathers he quotes liv'd not in the firſt Century, and ſo 
ſerve not in the leaſt to lead us into the practice of the A- 
poſtles, which after all, could not be known from the pra- 
Qice of a great part of the firſt Century; ſo early did Cor- 
ruption prevail. I proceed to his laſt particular, wherein the 
main of what he ſays is contain'd, That Publick Baptiſm, in his 
ſenſe, is founded on Reaſon, e | 

His Firſt Reaſon is, That publick Baptiſm is more for Edifica- 
tion. But he gives no reaſon for this, but the Authority of an- 
Ancient Canon, in the Year 517; of the Exgliſh Liturgy; and the 
form of Adminiſtring Baptiſm in the French Keform'd Church, 
who affirm, That'is more for Edification from the Numbers: 
preſent. In anſwer to this, I obſerve that according to him, 
Publick Baptiſm is Baptiſm at the Font in our Churches „ 
when our Congregation is met; now if there are more pre- 
ſent ata Goſliping at Home, than will come to the Font, then 
the reaſon falls, taken from the greateſt Numbers, and that it 
will frequently happen ſo in Country Churches when the Wea- 
ther is bad, or the Houſe at a diſtance from that Houſe call'd 
the Church; or whea the Goſſips prefer chatting with one 
another to the Service of the Church; that muſt be fetch'd _ 
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far to incline them to attend it: And therefore ſometimes Bap- 
tiſm at a Houſe may be.a more Publick Baptiſm,if the word pub- 
lick has regard to the Numbers of beople preſeat ; and conſe- 
quently more for Edification. But if Baptiſm, the more 
publick it is, the more it is for Edification, be a good 
Argument for publick Baptiſm in his ſenſe ; his Argument will 
prove too much, ſince there are ſeveral places more publick 
than the Fonts in Churches ; and conſequently, whatever can 
be ſaid againſt Baptiſm on account of tl eir being but Two or 
Three Witneſſes preſent, will equally conclude agrinft the 
Baptiſm. of the Font, ſince there are in the World more pub- 
lick places, that is, where more People are Aſſembled, than 
there are at Fonts in Churches, and conſequently more for 
Edification ; ſince Edification is greater or leſs, in proportion 
to the Numbers being greater or leſs that are preſent. But not 
to reaſon any longer upon falſe ſuppoſitions, E ſhall declare 
the whole truth of this matter. A Church is a voluntary 
Society for the Worſhip of God, after that manner which the 
Society thinks moſt agreably to him: No determinate large 
number of People, can be ſaid to be neceſſary to make 
ſuch a Society or Church; but there is a Church ſo long as 
there's Two People left to aſſemble together for the Worſhip 
of God. That Baptiſm ought to be Publick, I grant; but then 
all Baptiſm is publick , that is perform'd before Witneſs, who 
may atteſt any ones admiſſion into a Church, if it be doubted 
by any one ; and if this is not properly 8 Baptiſm, I 
deſire Mr. Subs to Name the Number of Men neceſſary to 
conſtitute Baptiſm Publick. But it may be, Mr. Subs will 
ſay, that ſuch and ſuch places that are Conſecrated with Fonts 
in 'em, are neceſſary to make Baptiſm properly Public. But 
in anſwer to this, 1 deſire a warrant from Scripture, to prove 
that the ſetting apart one place for Worſhip, Baptiſm, &c. 
excludes the ſetting apart another ; or veſts a power in. one 
body of Men, to ſet a part places more than others, much 
leſs for others. Now if there is as equal right of Conſecration 
in one body of Men as another, than a Houſe is as much 
Conſecrated or ſet apart for Devotion, as thoſe plates cal'd 
Churches. But it will be ſaid, that no places are properly 
ſet apart that are ever allow'd for other uſes , as Rooms 
in. Honſes are, by being * occaſional Churches. — 
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which 1 anſwer , that then there are properly no ſich 
places as 'C hurches ' becauſe | none of thoſe places: eng 
Churches, but are vſed to other nr poles, : For inſtance, Pe 
Walk backwards and forwards In m „ for the Tithe rea 8 
that they walk backwards and forwards i in their Parlors ; ; talk 
about worldly : affairs f in them ; ; come to em on purpoſe to fee 
the Pictures In em; ſettle the Pariſh Rates in em; and i in 2 
veral Churches in the hne there are Schools tau Rute A | 
in t., Mary's at rnb Tn time, h 8 195 
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be more publick than in the Courts of the Lords Houſe) the Pu- 
lick Congregation for God's Worſhip , held by Publick Authority b 
places publickly ſer apart? &c.Theſe are words fitted for nothing 
but to deceive ; for the word publick being not yet deter- 
min'd to a particular Number of Men, may as well ſtand for one 
number as another; and conſequently for the Number Two, 
as well as Two Thouſand ; as the word Church may ftagd for 
Two as well as Two Thouſand. But here is one thing in this 
that I have quoted which requires notice, as if public Aut lerity, 
by which he means the Law of the Land, gave any Validity te the 
Sacrament of Baptiſm , whereupon it lies upen him © 
prove that the Magiſtrate has any Legiſlative Autharity in Re- 
ligion, to determine for his Subjects any thing relating tg the 
Doctrine, Diſcipline or Worſhip ; any further than te e that 
nothing be done to the prejudice of the Pudlick. 


Thus I have impartially examin'd Mr. Stubs's Serman , 
and do hope to add to that light, which does every day 
more and more break forth upon us, which has bees 
kept under in this Kingdom by that Unchriſtian Tyranay 
praQtic'd upon the Minds and Conſciences of Men, in allew- 
ing of no Worſhip but that of the Church of Fngland, un- 
der ſevere Penalties, and in keeping the Preſs as an; Bagine fit 
only for one ſide; whereas God be thanked, ſince the Ace: 
ſion of King William to the Throne of theſe Realms, hy the 
almoſt univerſal reſiſtance of the whole Kingdom toTyranay and 
Oppreſſion; not only our properties are ſecured, but we may 
think as we will, ſpeak as we will, Write as we will, At as we 
will, in all things not inconſiſtent with the Peace and, Quiet of 
the State; and conſequently, Authority in matters of Religion 
muſt fail among us, which is directly oppoſite to all thoſe Glpri. 
ous things we now enjoy; and God grant we may do ſo long, to 
the diſappointment of all thoſe, who though they wagt the 
Power, want not the Will to enſlave all Mankind. ; 
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